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THE CHANGES INTRODUCED BY THE BRITISH IN INDIA
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ABSTRACT

The roughly two hundred years that the British had a colonial presence in India
resulted in significant and far-reaching changes to the Indian subcontinent. This abstract will
focus on the most significant changes brought forth by these developments. First of all, the
political structure of India was radically altered during British colonial administration. Direct
British authority was established as a result of the East India Company's progressive conquest
of lands, creating a centralised government and judicial system. At the same time, the British
spread Western-style education across India, which had a profound effect on the country's
culture and thought. Significant changes were made in agriculture and industry as a result of
the British economic policies that turned India into a source of raw resources and a market for
British manufactured products. Transportation and communication were revolutionised with
the advent of railroads and telegraph networks, however this was done largely for imperial
reasons. The British also made a long-lasting impression on Indian culture. The English
language has evolved into a powerful instrument of social mobility and a hallmark of
modernity. But British colonisation also widened economic gaps and planted the seeds of
lingering racial conflicts. In sum, the political, economic, educational, and social landscapes
of India were drastically altered during British colonial control. It was a controversial period
in India's history because of the economic exploitation and social divides that were enforced
along with the legacy of infrastructure and education that was left behind.
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INTRODUCTION

The roughly two centuries of British colonial control in India, from the middle of the
18th century to the end of British rule in 1947, resulted in significant and far-reaching
changes to the Indian subcontinent. These shifts affected diverse facets of Indian culture,
politics, and the economy in varying degrees. Both good and bad changes, brought about by
the British presence, affected the development of Indian society and culture. The British
centralised the government, which was one of the most revolutionary reforms they made. It
wasn't until 1858 that Britain formally colonised India from the British East India Company,
which had previously been interested in the country for business purposes. During this time,



the foundations for modern Indian government were established, including a sophisticated
bureaucracy, legal framework, and taxing system. This administrative set up allowed for
more streamlined administration, but at the expense of indigenous Indian institutions and
their leaders. The British also ushered in major shifts in the commercial sector. They brought
in new ways of farming, travelling, and communicating, all of which had advantages and
disadvantages. British economic exploitation was aided by the creation of railroads and
telegraph networks, which eased commerce and communication. Traditional subsistence
farming methods were phased out in India as a result of the advent of commercial crops like
cotton and indigo. Additionally, the British colonial period had a significant effect on Indian
culture and society. The introduction of the English language and the development of
Western education provided Indians with new opportunities and access to information from
across the world. At the same time when Indians were beginning to challenge long-held
customs and seek social equity and justice, social and religious reform groups were on the
rise. However, the darker aspect of British governance in India must not be ignored. Many
Indians suffered economically as a result of British exploitation of India's resources, such as
draining money via high taxes and trade imbalances. Millions of people died in the notorious
Bengal Famine of 1943, which was made worse by British actions. Overall, the decades of
British colonial rule in India resulted in profound shifts that have influenced India's
development to this day. These shifts, for better or worse, have left an indelible imprint on
India’'s history, culture, and society, and they remain a topic of discussion and contemplation
in the present day. The British merchants who first arrived to India soon found themselves in
control of whole regions. They made several alterations that caused havoc in all spheres of
life and politics.

ECONOMY
British agricultural and industrial policies were designed with that end in mind. The
ancient Indian industries were destroyed, and agriculture was commercialised.

POLITY

There were both good and bad results from many Acts enacted by the English. The
new regulations had several effects, but perhaps the most important was the consolidation of
British control over the Indian subcontinent. The evolution of the constitution may be traced
back to a number of new pieces of legislation, including the Regulating Act of 1773, the Pitts
India Act of 1784, and a number of Charter Acts. There were also several modifications made
to the administrative side, most notably to the tax collection, government, military, and law
enforcement sectors.

SOCIETY

The educational, linguistic, and cultural programmes of the British Empire had a
profound impact on Indian culture. However, the harsh measures that accompanied the
reforms were met with widespread resistance from Indian society.

HOW DID BRITISH RULE AFFECT THE INDIAN VILLAGES: RULING THE
COUNTRYSIDE

Rural life in India and other parts of the subcontinent were drastically altered by the
British occupation. A few main points may be made about how British colonisation affected
rural India:



1. Land Revenue System: Farmers were hit hard by an increase in land taxes when the
British instituted the Permanent Settlement (1793) and the Ryotwari and Mahalwari
systems. As a result, many residents of the community fell into poverty and debt.

2. Commercialization of Agriculture: Farmers shifted their focus from subsistence to
commercial crops like indigo, cotton, and opium as a result of British regulations.
Food shortages and famines were common results of this phenomenon.

3. Infrastructure Development: British investments in infrastructure, such as trains and
roads, were meant to increase the flow of raw resources and commodities destined for
export rather than the quality of life in local communities.

4. Social and Cultural Impact: Urbanisation and shifts in established social orders may
be attributed in large part to the introduction of Western educational and judicial
institutions by the British. This was a common source of friction in rural areas.

5. Loss of Traditional Industries: Villages that relied on traditional Indian industries
saw their economies collapse as British manufactured products flooded the market. In
conclusion, rural areas in India suffered many and largely negative effects under
British control. It left behind a legacy that will affect India's rural environment for
centuries by upending traditional farming systems, imposing high tax loads, and
altering the social fabric of these communities.

PERMANENT SETTLEMENT (ZAMINDARI)

The Indian Permanent Settlement, also known as the Zamindari system, was
established in several areas of India in the late 18th century, most notably in Bengal, Bihar,
and certain portions of Odisha. The British administration had a significant influence on this
system. The British colonial government's emphasis on this system has far-reaching effects
on India's rural population. The British East India Company aimed to build a stable revenue
collection system by selecting local middlemen called zamindars to collect taxes from
peasants as part of the Permanent Settlement. However, Indian society suffered from many
negative outcomes as a result of this structure. The zamindars' position of authority and
privilege was maintained, even though they often took advantage of the peasants and reaped
obscene profits at their expense. In consequence, the peasants were hit hard by excessive
taxes, which led to widespread poverty and debt serfdom. Second, since zamindars had little
need to engage in land development or infrastructure, the system resulted in lower
agricultural production. Rural regions' economic development was stunted as a result of this
stalemate. The British also instituted stringent property rights, which made it harder to
transfer land and diminished farmers' motivation to engage in agricultural development. In
conclusion, the effects of British control on the Indian Permanent Settlement worsened
existing economic and social disparities, slowed agricultural growth, and aggravated agrarian
problems over the long term. This system was crucial in establishing the foundations of
colonial India's social and economic structure, and its effects were seen even after India
gained its independence in 1947.

MAHALWARI SETTLEMENT

The Indian Mahalwari community structure was significantly altered under British
control. The British colonial government instituted the Mahalwari system to collect land
taxes. As contrast to communal village ownership, land was distributed to private individuals.
Because of this privatisation, agricultural communities broke down, and more peasants
became landless and exploited. Farmers were already struggling due to British land taxes,
which were particularly onerous. The economic exploitation of India's agricultural class
facilitated by the Mahalwari settlement widened class divisions and stoked public



dissatisfaction, which in turn fueled the independence struggle against British colonial
authority.

RYOTWARI / MUNRO SYSTEM

The Indian Ryotwari or Munro System, an agricultural tax collecting system put into
place throughout India in the 19th century, was profoundly impacted by British
administration. Farmers on a smaller scale, known as "ryots," were taxed directly by the
British Crown as direct landholders under this arrangement. As part of its revenue reforms,
the British colonial government instituted the Ryotwari System in an effort to centralise
taxation and increase their command of natural resources. However, the system had major
effects on the ryots' way of life and the Indian countryside. To begin, the Ryotwari System
shook up the social order of the agricultural sector. The British attempted to do away with
middlemen like zamindars, but this often resulted in the colonial authority exploiting ryots
directly. Land revenue assessments were frequently made at random, placing an undue
financial strain on the already struggling ryot population. Second, ryots had no protections
against falling into debt and losing their land in the event of crop failure or economic
downturn. Rural poverty was exacerbated when many ryots lost their land because they
couldn't afford to pay taxes. Ultimately, the British implementation of the Ryotwari or Munro
System had far-reaching negative consequences for Indian ryots, including economic
hardship and the loss of land, contributing to the exploitation and impoverishment of rural
communities under colonial rule.

UP TO AND INCLUDING THE "BLUE REBELLION"

The "Blue Rebellion” of 1859-1860 was a direct result of British rule and had far-
reaching consequences for India. The British East India Company at first became powerful by
exploiting India economically via the imposition of high taxes and the depletion of the
country's resources. Famines, economic difficulties, and the decline of conventional
industries all occurred during this time. Due to the British belief in their own racial
superiority, Indians suffered socially during their rule. Traditional Indian ways of life were
devalued, and British institutions were often imposed on India. A chasm opened up between
the anglicised elite and the populace as English schooling spread. Under British
administration, politics became more centralised, reducing the influence of local
governments. A watershed event, the Indian Rebellion of 1857 signalled broad opposition to
British authority. Later, indigo growers in Bengal organised an armed insurrection to protest
the exploitation of indigo farming by British landowners (known as the "Blue Rebellion™). In
the long run, these uprisings paved the ground for the Indian independence struggle by
signalling a turn towards organised opposition to British authority. Inspiring future efforts for
independence, they galvanised Indian leaders and the populace. India's path to independence
in 1947 was shaped by the legacy of British rule, which included economic exploitation,
cultural change, and political awakening.

HOW BRITISH RULE AFFECTED CITIES: COLONIAL CITIES AND
URBANISATION

Cities and urbanisation in India were profoundly affected by British authority
throughout the colonial era. Many Indian towns underwent significant changes to suit the
British colonial administration's administrative and economic demands. The first thing the
British did was create important urban hubs by establishing large administrative centres in
places like Delhi, Calcutta, and Bombay. Rapid infrastructure growth in these cities allowed
for easier transportation of products and people via the building of trains, roadways, and
telecommunications networks. In addition, commercial and industrial activity were
encouraged by British colonial policy, which contributed to the expansion of metropolitan



centres. Populations moved to metropolitan areas as a consequence of the proliferation of
industries, trade posts, and financial institutions. Cities became more culturally diverse as a
result of this inflow of individuals from different parts of the world. But there were problems
associated with urbanisation as well. Poor working conditions and overcrowding in cities
were direct results of the speed with which industry developed. The economic interests of the
British government were given more priority than the needs of the Indian people. Overall,
urbanisation in India was encouraged during British rule for both economic and
administrative reasons. Although it aided in the development and modernisation of certain
cities, it also caused social and economic disparities that would have lasting effects on India’s
urban environment.

ALTERING TENDENCIES

The direction of change in India was significantly influenced by the British. The
approximately two hundred years of British colonial rule had a profound impact on the
subcontinent's society, economy, government, and culture.

1. Economic Transformation: The British took advantage of India's wealth by
plundering its natural resources. Many Indians were forced into poverty as a result of
the introduction of cash crops, the disruption of traditional agriculture, and the
establishment of a system of taxes. The Indian economy changed from being mostly
independent to relying heavily on British manufacturing.

2. Political Awakening: Under British colonial control, Indians developed a keen sense
of politics. Independence and self-rule were promoted by new political figures like
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. The Indian independence movement and the
end of British rule in 1947 were the results of this.

3. Cultural Exchange: There was no mistaking the British presence or effect on Indian
society and culture. The English language served as a common ground for people of
all backgrounds and as a foundation for 21st century learning.

4. Social Reforms: India's social structure was reformed during British control. Anti-
Sati and anti-caste movements gained traction. As Indian culture attempted to adapt to
Western ideals of fairness and equality, profound shifts occurred.

5. Infrastructure Development: Modern infrastructure such as railroads, telegraph
networks, and administrative structures were introduced to India by the colonial
government, however they were largely designed for British advantage. In conclusion,
India’s path towards modernity, self-governance, and social change was profoundly
influenced by its time under British control. The political climate, cultural norms, and
economic climate of modern India may all be traced back to this era.

SINCE 1857, URBANISATION HAS CHANGED

British control had a significant and wide-ranging influence on India after the Indian
Rebellion of 1857, especially in terms of urbanisation. India's urban environment underwent
tremendous alteration during British colonial rule. First, the British created a number of
political and commercial centres, including Delhi, Mumbai, and Calcutta (now Kolkata).
These towns developed became the hubs of British commerce and government, and as people
flocked there in search of work and opportunity, urbanisation grew quickly. Second, the
British built up metropolitan centres with contemporary infrastructure including railroads,
telegraph lines, and sewage systems. This enhanced liveability and public health in cities
while also facilitating the flow of people and products. However, there were also negative
aspects to urbanisation under British control. Rural regions were often neglected in favour of
urban growth, which resulted in rural-urban migration and urban overpopulation. In addition,
the British pursued anti-Indian measures that exacerbated racial tensions and socioeconomic



gaps in metropolitan areas. In conclusion, urbanisation in India has been significantly
impacted by British rule from 1857. While modernization and infrastructure growth were
brought about, social and economic inequalities that still influence India's urban environment
today were also made worse.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the reign of the British over India had a significant and far-reaching
influence on the country, leaving an indelible imprint on the country's history, society,
economics, and politics. The roughly two centuries of British colonialism on the Indian
subcontinent were marked by results that were both beneficial and detrimental to that region.
On the bright side, British colonialism was responsible for the establishment of modern
infrastructure in India, such as railroads, communications networks, and a centralised
bureaucracy. These elements served as the basis for India's subsequent economic growth.
Even though education was not widely available, it helped to foster the growth of a middle
class, which was an important factor in India's struggle for independence from British rule.
On the other hand, one cannot ignore the many unfavourable aspects of British rule. The
economic policies of the nation, which included the pillaging of India's riches, contributed to
the country's descent into poverty. The cruelty of British rule is represented by a number of
massacres, including the partition of Bengal, the slaughter at Jallianwala Bagh, and other
atrocities. Additionally, the strategy of "divide and rule™ was deliberately implemented,
which resulted in the planting of the seeds for the sectarian conflicts that still exist in India
today. The influence of British colonialism on India's fight for independence helped to
cultivate a sense of nationalism that was eventually responsible for the country's freedom in
1947. The legacy of British rule in India is a complicated one, defined by both advancement
and tyranny, and its influence may still be seen in modern India.
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