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Domestic Violence against Women 

Prof. C. H. Jariwala* 

Violence against women is a technical term used to collectively refer to violent acts that are 
primarily or exclusively committed against women. Similar to a hate crime, this type of 
violence targets a specific group with the victim’s gender as a primary motive. 

The United Nations General Assembly defines “violence against women” as “any act of 
gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm 
or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life. “The 1993 Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence Against women noted that this violence could be perpetrated by 
assailants of gender, female members and even the “State” itself. 

Worldwide governments and organizations actively work to combat violence against women 
through a variety of programs. A UN resolution designated November 25 as lntemational Day 
for the Elimination of violence against Women. 

History of violence against women 

Some historians believe that the history of violence against women is tied to the history of 
women being viewed property and a gender role assigned to be subservient to men and other 
women. 

The UN Declaration on Elimination of violence against Women (1993) stated that “violence 
against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power relations between men and 
women, which have led to domination over and discrimination ageist women by men and to 
the prevention of the fill advancement of women, and that violence ageist women is one of 
the crucial social mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position 
compared with men”.    

In the 1870s courts in the United stated stopped recognizing the common-law principle that a 
husband has the right to “physically chastise an errant wife”. In the UK the traditional right of 
a husband to inflict moderate corporal punishment on his wife in order to keep her “within 
the bounds of duty” was removed in 1891. 
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Impact on society 

The World Health Organization reports that violence against women puts an undue burden on 
health care services with women who have suffered violence being more likely to need health 
services and at higher cost, compared to women who have not suffered violence. Several 
studies have shown a link between poor treatment of women and international violence. 
These studies show that one of the best society. 

Domestic violence 

Women are more likely to be victimized by someone that they are intimate with, commonly 
called “intimate Partner Violence” or (IPV). The impact of domestic violence in the sphere of 
total violence against women can be understood through the example that 40-70% of women 
are committed by their husband or boyfriend. Studies have shown that violence is not always 
perpetrated as a form of physical violence but can also be psychological and verbal. In 
unmarred relationships this is commonly called dating violence, whereas in the context of 
marriage it is called domestic violence. Instances of IPV tend not be reported to police and 
thus many experts believe that the true magnitude of the problem is hard to estimate. Women 
are much more likely than men to be murdered by an intimate partner. In the Unites Stated, in 
2005, 1181 woman, in comparison with 329 men, were killed by their intimate partners. In 
England and Wales about 100 women are killed by partners or former partners each year 
while 21 men were killed in 2010. In 2008, in France, 156 women in comparison with 27 
men were killed by their intimate partner. 

Though this form of violence is often portrayed as an issue within the context of heterosexual 
relationships, it also occurs in lesbian relationships, daughter-mother relationships, roommate 
relationships and other domestic relationships involving two women. Violence ageist women 
in lesbian relationships is about as common as violence against women in heterosexual 
relationships. relationships. 

Diagnosis planning 

The American psychiatric Association planning and research committees for the forthcoming 
DSM-5 (2013) have canvassed a series of newRelational disorders which include Marital 
confect Disorder Without Violence or Marital Abuse Disorder (Marital Conflict Disorder 
With Violence). Couples with marital disorders sometimes come to clinical attention because 
the couple recognize long-standing dissatisfaction with their marriage and come to the 
clinician on their own initiative or are referred by an astute health care professional. 
Secondly, there is serious violence in the marriage which is –“usually the husband battering 
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the wife”. In these cases the emergency room or a legal authority often is the first to notify 
the clinician. Most important, marital violence “is a major risk factor for serious injury and 
even death and women  in violent marriages are at much greater risk of being seriously 
injured or killed (National Advisory council on violence Against women 2000 .[24] The 
authors of this study add that “There is current considerable controversy over whether male-
to-female marital violence is best regarded as a reflection of male psychopathology and 
control or whether is an empirical base and clinical utility for conceptualizing there patterns 
as relational”. 

Recommendations for clinicians making a diagnosis of Marital Relational Disorder should 
include the assessment of actual or “potential male violence as regularly as they assess the 
potential for suicide in depressed patients. Further, “clinicians should not relax their vigilance 
after a battered wife leaves her husband, because some data suggest that the period 
immediately following a marital separation is the period of greatest risk for the women. Many 
men will stalk and batter their wives in an effort risk to get them to return or punish them for 
leaving initial by standardized interviews and questionnaires, which have been reliable and 
valid aids in exploring marital violence more systematically.” 

The authors conclude with what they call “very recent information” on the course of violent 
marriages which suggests that “over time a husband’s battering may abate somewhat, but 
perhaps he has successfully intimidated his wife. The risk of violence remains is strong in a 
marriage in which it has been a feature in the past. Thus, treatment is essential here; the 
clinician of the wife because she is the one most frequently at risk, and clinicians must be 
aware that supporting assertiveness by a battered wife may lead to more beatings or even 
death. 

Mob violence 

In 2010 Amnesty international reported that mob attacks against single women were taking 
place in Hassi Messaoud. According to amnesty international, “some women have been 
sexually abused” and were targeted “not just because they are women, but because they are 
living alone and are economically independent.” 

State violence 

Labor camps 

Many women underwent extrajudicial punishment in labor camps of Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union. Their suffering was described in memories of former Gulag women prisoners 
Yevgenia Ginsburg, Eufrisinia Kersnovskaya and others. 
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War and militarism 

Militarism produces special environments that allow for increased violence against women. 
For example, during World War ll, the Japanese military established brothels for soldiers, 
exploiting women for the purpose of creating access and entitlement for men (see comfort 
women). Another example of violence against women incited by militarism during was took 
place in the kovno Ghetto. Jewish male prisoners had access to (and used) Jewish women 
forced into camp brothels by the Nazis who also used them. The 1998 United Nations 
international Criminal tribunal for Rwanda recognized rape as a war crime. 

Violence in empowerment systems 

When police officers misuse their power as agents of the state to physically and sexually 
harass and assault victims, the survivors, including women, feel much less able to report the 
violence. It is standard procedure for police to force entry into the victim’s home even after 
the victim’s numerous requests for them to go away. Government agencies often disregard 
the victim’s right to freedom of association with their perpetrator. Shelter workers are offer 
reduced them to contributing to violence against women by exploiting their vulnerability in 
exchange for a paying job. 

Activism 

Many activists believe that working towards the elimination of domestic violence means 
working to eliminate a societal hierarchy enforced through sexism. INCITE! Women of color 
Against Violence cited racism within the anti-violence movement and suggest that violence 
against women will not end until the anti-violence movement re-directs its goal from “ending 
violence against women” to “ending violence against widen of color.” The same conclusion 
can be drawn for other systems of oppression. 

= Acid attack  

= Bride burning 

= Domestic violence 

= Female genital modillion 

= Foot binding (historical) 

=  Human trafficking 

=  Infibulation  
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=  Lissette Ochoa’s domestic violence case 

=  Murder of pregnant women 

= Rape 

= Response based therapy 

= Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic 
violence 

= Sati 

= Sexual slavery 

= Violence against women act 

= Widow inheritance 

= Shows red card to abused  

= Violence against men 

Cultural L Gender-specific socialization 

L    Cultural definitions of appropriate sex role 

L    Expectations of roles within relationships  

L    Belief in the inherent superiority of males 

L    Values that give men proprietary rights and under male control 

L    Notion of the family as the private sphere and under male control 

L    Customs of marriage (bride price/dowry) 

L    Acceptability of violence as a means to resolve conflict 

Economic L women’s economic dependence on men 

L    Limited access to cash and credit 

L    Discriminatory laws regarding inheritance, property rights, use of 

Communal lands and maintenance after divorce or widowhood 
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L   Limited access to employment in formal and informal sectors 

L    Limited access to education of women  

Legal L Lesser legal status of women either by written law and/or by practice 

L    Laws regarding divorce, child custody, maintenance and inheritance 

L    Legal definitions of rape and domestic abuse 

L    Low levels of rape and domestic abuse  

L    Insensitive treatment of women and girls by police and judiciary  

Political 

L    Under-representation of women in power, politics, the media and in the  

Legal and medical professions 

L    Domestic violence not taken seriously 

L    Notions of family being private and beyond control of the state 

L    Risk of challenge to status quo/religious laws  

L     Limited organization of women as a political force 

 

 


