Saarth E-Journal

Saarth E-Journal of Research

E-mail : sarthejournal@gmail.com
www.sarthejournal.com

ISSN NO : 2395-339X Impact Factor
Peer Reviewed Quarterly
Vol.8 No.13 July-Aug-Sep2023

INVESTMENT AND RETURN: A SUPPORTIVE LIFELINE FOR
SALARIED CLASS OF BARODA

Shubhanginidevi P. Gohil

Abstract:

The salaried class has its own set of financial issues to deal with in this age of
economic instability and unpredictability. The financial security of those living on a fixed
income depends on the link between investment and returns, which is examined in this
abstract. Investing a part of one's income prudently is stressed throughout the paper as a
means to ensure a comfortable financial future. It examines the possible returns and hazards
associated with the many investment options available to the salaried class, including
equities, bonds, mutual funds, real estate, and retirement accounts. The need of financial
education and careful preparation for investment gains and losses is also explored in the
abstract. The need of having well-defined financial goals and designing an investing plan to
achieve them is also emphasised. In this study argues that investing is not only a possibility
but a must for the middle class. Individuals may assure a bright and worry-free future by
making educated and smart investing choices to secure their present. The authors argue that
the salaried class needs more information and education about their financial alternatives in
order to realise their full potential.
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Introduction:

A median annual income of 364,000 rupees may be found in the city of Vadodara
(Baroda), which is located in the state of Gujarat. In the second quarter of 2023, there was a
reduction in salary trends that was one hundred percent. The cost of living in Vadodara
(Baroda), Gujarat, is not significantly different from the cost of living across India as a
whole. Jobs in the fields of mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, and software
engineering, in that order, offer some of the highest salaries in Vadodara (Baroda), Gujarat.
The annual compensation can range anywhere from 145,000 rupees to one million rupees.
The well-known businesses ABB India, KEC International Ltd, and Schneider Electric Ltd all
have locations in the city of Vadodara (Baroda), which is in the state of Gujarat. Vadodara is



also known as Baroda. The goal of this study is to gain a better understanding of the
perspectives and behaviours of different paid individuals in the private sector about the many
different chances for investment. In addition to that, it hopes to enlighten readers about the
considerations that need to be made in order to invest their money in something that will be
profitable raises the level of the salaried population's familiarity with issues relating to
investments. The capacity to maintain one's initial investment, the availability of additional
capital, the consistency of one's income and one's worth through time, as well as portability,
are the essential qualities of a solid investment. There are numerous opportunities for saving
and investing, including but not limited to the following: shares, banks, businesses, gold and
silver, properties, life insurance, and postal savings. Every person who is considering
investing some of their extra money does so in accordance with the level of risk they are
willing to take and the amount of risk they are willing to take. Today, investors can choose
from a wide range of different types of investment vehicles. People need to evaluate their
own needs, their level of comfort with taking risks, and the rate of return they want from
Proper Avenue and then choose one of the choices from the pool.

Before distributing capital among different financial products such as shares, debt
instruments, mutual funds, and so on, the optimal financial plan for a salaried person takes
into consideration their goals and level of comfort with risk. The appropriate approach to
investing might result in increased financial gain. On the other hand, even if you set aside a
certain amount of money from each of your pay-checks on a regular basis for a certain
number of years, you won't end up with very much. If a person is ready to take on some level
of risk, he / she may earn money investing in stocks and mutual funds. On the other hand, if
he / she would prefer not take any chances with own money, they can invest in government
bonds. Before putting hard-earned money into any one of these investments, one should do
some study to determine which ones provide the best opportunities for salaried people. In the
following paragraphs, we will discuss some of the financial instruments that are the most
widely used in India.

The idea of investing and the benefits it may provide has become, in today's volatile
economy, a lifeline, particularly for the salaried class. The salaried class, which makes up a
sizable section of the labour force, is the engine that drives every prosperous economy. Their
regular income ensures they won't go bankrupt, but it seldom gives enough to fulfil their
dreams and ambitions. The interplay between capital expenditures and profits is crucial in
this context. Simply put, investment is the methodical placement of money in diverse assets
or instruments with the expectation of future profit. For the salaried class, this goes much
beyond simple financial planning; it is a lifeline that gives the possibility of stability,
advancement, and the realisation of aspirations. Investing is a powerful instrument for
making dreams come true, whether those dreams include retirement, homeownership, further
education, or financial security.

Understanding the mechanics of investing and the possible returns it might bring is
crucial for the salaried class in this age of ever-increasing living expenses and economic
concerns. With this knowledge in hand, people may make educated judgements, minimise
potential downsides, and set out on the path to economic autonomy. This discussion
examines the nuanced connection between investment and return, illuminating its importance
in the lives of the salaried class, and dives into the many ways that this resource might be
maximised to provide a more secure financial future.

Investment Opportunities That Are Ideal For Salaried Persons in India
Salary persons in India should consider their risk appetite, the time they have to

invest, their access to liquid assets, and their tax situation when making investing decisions.

For instance, investors that are willing to take on more uncertainty have access to potentially



lucrative high-risk investment opportunities. On the other hand, someone who isn't
accustomed to taking risks could choose low-risk options so that they know their immediate
financial needs will be satisfied regardless of fluctuations in their income or the value of their
assets.

The following are some investing alternatives for salaried class:
Direct Equity (Stocks):

The stock market's rising profile has made it one of the best places for a salaried
person to put their money. Simply said, with proper planning and management, investment
capital may provide desirable results. These investments include some degree of danger, but
that danger is reasonable given the size of the potential profits. Stock market performance is
affected by a number of factors, including changes in government policy, economic
circumstances, and the level of participation by FllIs and DlIs.

SIP in Mutual Funds:

SIPs, or Systematic Investment Plans, are among the best vehicles for wage persons to
put their money to work as investments. These vehicles invest money in mutual funds over
time. With a Systematic Investment Plan (SIP), a person may set aside a certain amount of
money every month, and the amount of profit you earn will be based on how well the fund
does in the market. It is possible that people will learn how to invest as a consequence of the
investment vehicle being presented here. The least amount you may invest is 500 Indian
Rupees, while the most you can put in is up to you. If systematic investment plans (SIP) are
started at an earlier stage, investors have a better chance of realising benefits from such plans.

Corporate Bonds:

One kind of debt instrument is an investment grade bond, which is issued by a
company. When the bond reaches maturity, the investors will get a return on their original
investment in addition to the interest earned on it. Investing in corporate bonds is not without
its risks, one of which is known as default risk. This refers to the chance that the issuer of the
bond would be unable to return the initial amount invested. Because of this, a salaried person
who is interested in investing in corporate bonds has to take into consideration the financial
health of the organisation that is issuing the bonds.

ELSS (Tax Saving Funds)

Individuals and Hindu Undivided Families (HUFs) may deduct up to INR 1.5 Lakhs
from their taxable income if they invest in an ELSS mutual fund, so long as they meet the
requirements of Section 80C of the Income Tax Act of 1961. ELSS is one of the best ways
for a salaried person to save money since you can begin investing with as low as INR 500 per
month and to gain the twin advantage of tax reduction and wealth growth. At least 80% of the
fund's corpus is invested in stocks or other equity-linked instruments, and the investment
duration is a minimum of three years. If everything goes as planned, these investments might
provide a rate of return in excess of inflation.

Voluntary Provident Fund:

The Voluntary Provident Fund (VPF) is an extension of the Employee Provident Fund
(EPF) that allows employees to voluntarily put money into their own PF accounts. One must
contribute 12% of your regular wage as well as your dearness allowance to the EPF. As a
consequence, the VPF contribution must be higher than the EPF contribution (currently set at
12%). This amount might range from nothing to your whole dearness allowance (DA) and
basic salary. Considering the support of the Indian government, the VPF is a safe investment



option. To top it all off, it offers a fixed interest rate of 8.1 percent per year (changed
annually by the government) to help the investor save up for their golden years. The initial
investment, earnings, and maturity amount may all grow tax-free in the VPF since it is
classified as exempt, exempt, exempt (EEE). The Income Tax Act of 1961 allows you to save
aside up to INR 1.5 Lakhs per year in tax-free savings under Section 80C.

National Pension Scheme (NPS):

The Government of India administers a pension programme called the National
Pension Scheme, which is based on a set contribution. The National Pension System (NPS)
pools people’s retirement savings and invests the money in diverse assets such government
bonds, T-bills, corporate debentures, and stock. The goal of the NPS, an investment plan, is
to accumulate a nest egg for the investor to use during retirement. There is no maximum
contribution limit, although a yearly minimum of INR 1,000 must be made (for Tier-1
accounts). The following tax advantages are available to employees who contribute to the
NPS:

e Under section 80 CCD (1), a person may deduct up to 10% of your pay (Basic + DA)

from your taxable income, up to a total of INR 1.50 Lakh u/s 80CCE.

e Upto INR 50,000 in additional tax savings under section 80 CCD (1B).

The employer's contribution is also tax deductible for the employee. Over and beyond the
Rs. 1.50 Lakh limit granted by section 80 CCE, an employer's payment under Section 80
CCD(2) is tax deductible up to 10% of salary (Basic + DA) (14% if such contribution is paid
by Central Government).

Considerations Prior to Making an Investment:
For the salaried class, proper financial planning is crucial. The following are some
considerations to ponder before putting your money to work.

Investment Objective:

Knowing where to put money will become less of a challenge if one has a clear
picture of your financial goals. The when and why of investment requirement are crucial
considerations. Let's say a person is planning a retirement bash but first you need to pay off
some debt. Make sure investments are meeting his / her requirements.

Investment Period

Salaried persons have the option of making investments with terms ranging from one
year to fifteen years in length. People often invest for short-term objectives like paying off
debt or saving up for a trip abroad. A person's investment horizon is deemed short-term if it is
three years or less. Medium- to long-term investments prepare for things like a new home or
college tuition for the kids after retirement.

Tax Efficiency:

In accordance with certain provisions of the Income Tax Act, several investment
programmes provide tax exemptions. To wit, he / she may get a break on their taxes by
investing in things like an ELSS, NPS, etc. If a person is treating this as an investment
strategy, he / she should also investigate how those profits will be taxed. Comparatively,
ELSS returns are partly taxed whereas PPF returns are tax-free.

Investment Flexibility:
SIP mutual funds allow investors to contribute a little amount on a monthly basis,
whereas certain investment programmes that assist salaried employees save taxes need a large



contribution. It's a useful tool for folks who want to save money and keep track of their
finances.

Conclusion:

Before moving on, investors should first assess their individual requirements and
degree of tolerance for risk. It's possible that they'll use these standards as a foundation for
their investing choices. The fact that a specific investment opportunity has appealing returns
may cause people to overlook the fact that there is a high probability that it will not qualify
for a tax deduction. Before settling on one option among the many accessible investment
strategies, it is essential for a person who is paid to do as much study as is humanly feasible
on the options that are available.
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