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ABSTRACT 
 During the later decades of the nineteenth century, the tribal chieftain Birsa Munda 
rose to prominence and became an iconic figure in India's fight for independence. The 
extraordinary lives of tribal freedom warrior Birsa Munda, as well as his many 
accomplishments, are explored in this abstract. Birsa Munda was born into the Munda tribe in 
the Chotanagpur plateau in British India. As a result of this, he was able to experience 
directly how the colonial authorities exploited and oppressed the native people living there. In 
the 1890s, he was the leader of the Ulgulan, which was also referred to as "The Great 
Rebellion," and he was motivated by his desire for equality and autonomy. Birsa has seized 
leadership of this revolt in order to facilitate the recovery of tribal territory, cultural 
traditions, and independent sovereignty. The influence of Birsa Munda will not only be 
recognised for his insurrection but also for other things. He pushed for his people to focus on 
maintaining their individual identity while also returning to the religious and cultural 
traditions of their ancestors. His theories gave rise to the Birsaism movement, which 
continues to have an impact on the politics and culture of modern Indian tribal communities. 
Tribal freedom warrior Birsa Munda fought not just against British colonialism but also for 
the rights and dignity of indigenous people. His efforts will live on in infamy as an integral 
part of India's fight for independence and the empowerment of indigenous people. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Great figures like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and Subhas Chandra Bose are 
frequently mentioned in conjunction with India's fight for independence. But behind the 
scenes, there is a world of unsung heroes who were instrumental in the struggle for 
independence, and most people have forgotten about them now. Even amid these unsung 
heroes, the tribal independence warrior Birsa Munda stands out as a prominent leader in 
India's battle against colonial control. Birsa Munda was a major figure in the Indian 
independence movement. Birsa Munda was a key player in the struggle for the dignity and 



 
 

rights of India's indigenous populations. He was born in the late 19th century in a remote 
tribal village in the territory that is now the state of Jharkhand in India. Birsa Munda was 
born on June 15, 1875, in the quaint community of Ulihatu, which is located on the 
Chotanagpur plateau in the state of Jharkhand in the contemporary Indian nation of India. He 
is a member of the native Munda people, who have inhabited this area for a very long time. 
Even as a young boy, Birsa shown the inquisitiveness and drive that would later assist him in 
leading his people to freedom from the crushing poverty and social marginalisation that they 
had undergone at the hands of British colonial authorities. This independence would allow 
them to be free from the oppression of colonial authorities and allow them to fully participate 
in society. Indigenous peoples of India, notably the Mundas, were subjected to exploitation 
and forced into a state of abject poverty as a direct result of the British colonial government's 
implementation of repressive laws and land tax schemes. Birsa was there when his people 
were stripped of their land, forced to labour, and denied their most fundamental liberties and 
rights. He experienced all of this personally. Because of the wrongs done to his people, he 
took steps to seek restitution on their behalf. Participating in the Ulgulan, sometimes referred 
to as "The Great Tumult," in the late 19th century was the first step on Birsa's path towards 
becoming a freedom warrior. This event is also known as "The Great Tumult." In the year 
1899, a number of distinct tribes came together to fight against the colonial control of the 
British and the predatory landowners who backed them. The Mundas and members of other 
tribal clans rose out in rebellion under Birsa's leadership because they were unwilling to abide 
the oppression caused by British policies. The Ulgulan evolved into a symbol of tribal 
resistance and togetherness, which encouraged uprisings across the area. The Birsa Munda 
leadership was renowned for the novel way in which it combined spiritual and political 
principles in its decision-making. He proclaimed himself to be a prophet and urged the many 
tribes to undergo a cultural and spiritual renaissance at the same time. He wanted people to 
feel proud of their indigenous ancestry while he was fighting for their rights to civic and 
economic participation in society. His religious organisation, which came to be known as the 
"Birsait," created a social and spiritual awakening among the tribal people, which inspired 
them to fight against their rulers. This awakening launched a religious movement that is still 
active today. 

The influence of Birsa Munda was felt well beyond the confines of the nation in 
which he was born. His magnetic personality and unwavering dedication to the cause drew 
over members of a large number of different groups, and as a result, his influence rapidly 
expanded well beyond the confines of his initial following. As soon as the British colonial 
authorities realised the danger that Birsa and his followers posed, they responded by 
becoming stricter in their policies. The arrest and incarceration of Birsa Munda in the year 
1900 did not dampen his determination. The life of Birsa Munda was cut tragically short 
when she was just 25 years old. On February 9, 1900, he passed away while he was being 
held without charge in a British prison. He had never been brought to justice. Long after he 
had passed away, individuals whose lives he had touched with his wisdom and bravery 
continued to be illuminated by the light of his legacy in their hearts and thoughts. The fact 
that Birsa Munda is not as well known as some of his contemporaries does not make the 
contributions he made to the fight for independence and justice in India any less important. 
His unflinching dedication to the rights and dignity of India's tribal tribes, his capacity to 
triumph over hardship, and his forward-thinking leadership have served as a source of 
motivation for a great number of Indians. The story told by Birsa Munda serves as a 
compelling reminder of the innumerable unsung heroes whose efforts moulded the history of 
their nation but remained unacknowledged during their lifetimes. This narrative is a powerful 
reminder of the countless unsung heroes. 

 



 
 

REASONS FOR UPRISING OF BIRSA MUNDA 
Members of the Munda tribal tribe on the Chotanagpur plateau, which is now a part of 

the state of Jharkhand, mounted a massive insurrection on the Chotanagpur plateau during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. This revolt is known by a variety of names, including the 
Munda Uprising, the Ulgulan Uprising, and the Birsa Uprising. This rebellion was sparked by 
a myriad of social, economic, and political elements interacting in a complicated fashion with 
one another. 

1. Land Confiscation: The seizure of tribal lands by British colonial authorities and 
private landlords was a major factor that contributed to the beginning of the Munda 
Uprising. The Munda were farmers who were exploited by colonisers who took 
advantage of their lack of resources and established strict laws. These colonisers took 
advantage of the Munda's inability to defend themselves. 

2. Utilise for Financial Gain: The indigenous people were subjected to a variety of 
forms of economic exploitation at the hands of the British colonial administration. 
Two instances of this were the imposition of high taxes and the use of forced labour. 
The Munda people were forced to pay high taxes and were commonly exploited as 
slave labour in mines as well as plantations. They were also subjected to other forms 
of oppression. 

3. Religiosity & cultural suppression: The indigenous people's ancient culture & 
religion were repressed by the colonial government as a result of its efforts to convert 
the natives to Christianity and other Western values. The Munda people were inspired 
to struggle for the continuation of their culture by individuals such as Birsa Munda. 

4. Political Exclusion: The discontentment of the indigenous population was made 
worse by the fact that they were banned from participating in political processes and 
were not given any representation in such processes. As a result, the indigenous 
community was not given any representation in political processes. Never once did 
anybody bring up anything in conversation with them that may have possibly had an 
effect on their lives or their possessions. 

5. Leadership & Personality: During his time in power, Birsa Munda was a powerful 
leader who guided the Munda people in the right way and brought them together as a 
unified group. His leadership was important to the success of the rebellion, and it was 
one of the primary reasons why the uprising was successful. He attempted to unite the 
many local tribes in their struggle against their common oppressors. This was one of 
the major reasons why the uprising was successful. 

6. Independence Seeking: In addition to this, the Munda Rebellion was a symbol of the 
population's desire for self-governance during the time that it took place. The Mundas 
were driven by an overwhelming desire to reassert their authority over their homeland 
& the people that made up its population, and they made it a priority to achieve this 
objective. 

7. The Munda revolt was an insurrection that was inspired by a number of distinct 
aspects, including economic imbalance, cultural oppression, political isolation, and a 
desire for independence. In conclusion, the Munda uprising was an insurrection that 
was inspired by a number of different elements. It was a turning point in India's battle 
for independence from colonial power, as well as a show of the tenacity of indigenous 
peoples in the face of oppression. 

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BIRSA MUNDA IN PRE-INDEPENDENCE INDIAN HISTORY 
 As a tribal leader and freedom fighter, Birsa Munda was an important figure in the 
history of India prior to the country's attainment of its independence. In 1875, he was born in 
the state of Jharkhand, and he went on to become a major voice advocating for the 



 
 

recognition and protection of the tribal people that existed inside British India. The following 
is a condensed version of what he has really accomplished: 
1. A Renewal of Culture: By drawing attention to the unique rituals and deities practised 

by the Adivasi (tribal) communities, Birsa Munda hoped to revitalise the Adivasi (tribal) 
communities' feeling of cultural identity. The uprising that was referred to as the Ulgulan, 
which literally translates to "The Great Tumult," was sparked by discontent with colonial 
authority and the exploitation of land by landlords. He played a vital part in this uprising. 

2. Changes in Society: Among the numerous causes that he battled for, he pushed for an 
end to the custom of indentured slavery, the theft of land, and the mistreatment of 
indigenous people. He also worked to eliminate the alienation of land. His efforts were 
focused on ensuring that those living on the fringes of society have the opportunity to buy 
land and enjoy their fundamental rights. 

3. Protestant Revival: The Birsait people follow a religion that is monotheistic in its 
worldview and egalitarian in its approach to the social order of society. This religion is 
called Birsait. As a direct consequence of this change, the native people eventually 
formed a sense of unity among themselves, and they were more spiritually linked with 
one another. 

4. Motivation for Future Social Change: The fights that Birsa fought were absolutely 
essential for advancing indigenous and tribal rights in India, and they were fought by 
Birsa. It is possible that his life and the work that he accomplished might serve as a 
source of motivation for those individuals who campaign for the rights of indigenous 
peoples and for the legal recognition of the achievements that they have made. In the 
early days of India's independence, the efforts that were made by Birsa Munda to better 
the conditions of India's tribal people during the colonial period were vital to earning 
recognition of their rights and customs. These efforts were done during the time when 
India was still under British rule. 

 
MOVEMENTS FOR THE REBELLION OF BIRSA MUNDA 

In India, Birsa Munda was a revered tribal chieftain & freedom fighter during the 
country's independence movement. In the latter half of the 19th century, the indigenous 
Adivasi people of India looked to him to lead a series of uprisings against the colonial 
government. He behaved in this manner because he was motivated by a deep and insatiable 
desire to liberate his people from the oppression of colonial British landowners and 
moneylenders. This passion drove him to take the actions that he did. 

1. The Enormous Uprising - Ulgulan: Birsa Munda was the architect behind the 
organising of what would eventually be known as the Ulgulan, also known as "The 
Great Rebellion," in the year 1899. This uprising was also known as "The Great 
Rebellion." This rebellion was first initiated with the intention of overturning British 
power and discovering a remedy to the unequal allocation of property. The Adivasi 
people's insurgents, who were commanded by him and fought against their own 
captives, also attacked government buildings and derailed trains while they were at it. 

2. Revival of Religion: A significant emphasis on spiritual practise might also be seen 
within the Birsa Munda movement. He believed that by preaching "Birsait," a religion 
that placed a focus on community, independence, and opposition to cultural 
absorption, he might encourage the people who followed him to challenge the order 
that had been created. 

3. Protests against Landlords: Since it looked that landlords & those who lend money 
were the ones who were mistreating their tenants, the major target of Birsa's campaign 
was individuals in both of these categories. They requested that the system of forced 
labour known as "Begar" be abolished and that people who did not have access to 



 
 

land be provided access to it. In addition, they demanded that those who did not have 
access to land be granted access to it. 

4. Definition of Culture: As part of their campaign, Birsa spearheaded a movement to 
fight against the loss of Adivasi cultural practises by fostering the growth and 
maintenance of such practises. This was done in an effort to prevent the loss of 
Adivasi cultural practises. 
It was during this time period that the uprisings led by Birsa Munda took place. These 

uprisings had a significant impact not only on the Adivasi rights movement but also on the 
battle for Indian independence. Even though he was executed in a British jail in the year 
1900, his legacy continues to be honoured as a symbol of indigenous resistance and the fight 
for justice and equality. In the year 1900, he was taken captive by the British, and he passed 
away in their custody. 

 
REVOLUTIONARY ACTIONS & THEIR CONSEQUENCES: 
 Birsa Munda advocated for an end to taxes and rent payments to the British government, 

as well as feudal department offices and British conversion missionaries. In addition, he 
was against the payment of rent to the British government. 

 An assault was begun by Birsa Munda and his allies against persons who had shown their 
allegiance to the British authorities. These structures featured halls of worship, homes for 
zamindars, police stations, as well as offices for commissioners. 

 
DEATH OF BIRSA MUNDA 

The legendary tribal leader and freedom warrior Birsa Munda passed away on 
February 9, 1900, when he was just 25 years old. He was known across the world. He 
enjoyed widespread notoriety all throughout the world. His premature death brought attention 
to the loss of a visionary who had dedicated his life to the emancipation of India's indigenous 
peoples. He had spent his whole life working towards this goal. He had committed every 
single day of his life to furthering this cause. On June 15, 1875, Birsa Munda was born in the 
town of Ulihatu, which at the time was located in the state of Bihar but is now in the state of 
Jharkhand. It was his role as a dynamic leader and spiritual therapist for the Munda tribe and 
other poor groups that propelled him to the top of the political and social hierarchy. He rose 
to popularity as a result of his work with these communities. Over the course of several 
decades, he engaged in conflict with the colonial authorities of Britain as well as local 
landlords in order to defend the rights of indigenous people. The Ulgulan, also known as 
"The Great Rebellion," broke out in the year 1899 as a direct consequence of Birsa's ardent 
support for his downtrodden people. The term "The Great Rebellion" is frequently used to 
refer to the Ulgulan. As a result of this insurrection, the native people of the region found 
themselves pitted against the British and those who backed them. The ownership of property, 
the establishment of equality, and the end of forced labour were all topics that were up for 
debate. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the exploratory mission led by Birsa had to be 
terminated before it could be finished. On March 3, 1900, he was taken into jail by the British 
after having been charged with sedition, and he was then sent to the Ranchi Jail. During the 
period that Birsa was taken hostage, his health progressively worsened as a result of the harsh 
conditions that he was forced to endure in addition to the horrific treatment that he was given. 
Birsa Munda died away in jail on February 9, 1900, but the circumstances surrounding his 
passing are still a mystery to this day. The date of his passing is also unknown. Even though 
the official report said that cholera was the cause of death, many people continue to assume 
that his captors, who feared his authority within the tribal group, poisoned him or violently 
murdered him in order to cover up the fact that he died of cholera. This is despite the fact that 
the official report stated that cholera was the cause of death. The indigenous peoples of India 



 
 

have suffered a great loss with the passing away of Birsa Munda. The future generations of 
tribal activists and leaders found their inspiration in his example and carried on his battle for 
social justice, land rights, and cultural preservation by following in his footsteps and 
following in his footsteps. His birthday, which was on November 15, 2000, was marked by 
the government of India as "Birsa Munda Jayanti," and he continues to serve as an example 
for other people who strive to persist in spite of hardships. His birthday was recognised as 
"Birsa Munda Jayanti." Birsa Munda was a dynamic leader who fought tirelessly for the 
rights of the impoverished and the defenceless. In the end, the colonial authorities in India 
were ultimately responsible for the assassination of Birsa Munda. Since then, India has been 
without this leader. If the people of India's tribal regions want to attain equality and justice in 
their communities, they can take inspiration from his legacy, which may serve as a source of 
motivation for them. 

 
BIRSA MUNDA'S INHERITANCE 
 Aspiring Indian leaders could benefit from studying the life and legacy of Birsa 
Munda, a tribal independence fighter and visionary leader. Munda's legacy contains lessons 
that could help future Indian leaders achieve their goals. Birsa Munda was a Jharkhandi by 
birth and a member of the Jharkhandi tribe. He was born in 1875. After his birth, he soon 
grew to fame as a symbol of resistance against British colonialism and the exploitation of 
local people. This resistance became increasingly popular over his lifetime. Birsa has won the 
respect and appreciation of the Adivasi population (indigenous people) as a result of his 
tireless struggle for the rights and dignity of the Adivasi community. He had a vision of the 
future in which people of all walks of life would be treated with dignity and would have 
respect for one another. He believed that this would be the case in the future. The tribal 
kingdom that he envisioned, which he referred to as "Abua Raj" or "Birsa Raj," was one that 
was based on the values of justice and equality for all members of the community. Birsa was 
also crucial in bringing people of different ethnic origins together via a shared love of their 
history and a common language. His views persisted long after he passed away in a British 
prison in the year 1900, despite the awful circumstances that surrounded his passing. The 
foundation of the state of Jharkhand in the year 2000 was directly attributable to his legacy, 
as well as subsequent struggles for the rights of tribal peoples and for social justice. Because 
of this, the members of the tribal community were finally able to achieve a goal that they had 
been working towards for a very long time. On the day that would have been his birthday, 
people celebrate a festival known as Birsa Munda Jayanti in recognition of his life and the 
accomplishments he attained. Those who continue to advocate for the most oppressed parts of 
India's population and those who recognise the need of preserving India's indigenous 
traditions can find solace in Birsa Munda's life and the efforts that she put forth, since both of 
these groups recognise the significance of preserving India's indigenous traditions. People 
who fight for a society that is more accepting and hospitable continue to draw inspiration and 
energy from his beliefs as a source of motivation. 
 
CONCLUSION  

Birsa Munda has come to represent the persistent spirit of tribal resistance and 
sovereignty as a result of India's war for independence from British rule. His courageous 
leadership and unwavering devotion to safeguarding the rights and dignity of indigenous 
people has served as an example to a significant number of people and have acted as a source 
of motivation for them. Birsa Munda is renowned not only for his involvement in 
revolutionary activities, but also for the work he performed as a social reformer to battle the 
prevalent prejudice that people of tribal descent suffered in contemporary society. Not only is 
Birsa Munda well-known for his participation in revolutionary activities, but he is also well-



 
 

known for the work he did as a social reformer. His vision of a society that is just and 
equitable is just as important now as it was when he first proposed it. This is because of the 
continuing relevance of tribal rights and issues. Birsa Munda empowered those who did not 
previously hold positions of authority and offered them a platform from which they could 
have their voices heard through the Millenarian movement that he founded. They were now 
able to feel more united in their fight against the tyranny of colonial authority and the avarice 
of landowners because of his leadership. This was because they were fighting against both of 
these forces. Because of his call for the members of the tribe to undergo a spiritual rebirth, 
the community of the tribe was able to fortify its ties to one another and its capacity for 
resistance. The lingering repercussions of Birsa Munda's sacrifices serve as a tribute to the 
struggles of tribal tribes for independence and equality, as well as a reminder of the brevity of 
his own life. These impacts also serve as a testament to the efforts of tribal tribes for equality. 
The preservation of indigenous culture and the defence of tribal rights are not only key 
features of his vision for a society that is just and inviting to all people, but they are also 
critical aspects of how we may most appropriately honour his legacy. Both of these 
characteristics are essential components of his goal for a society that is just and welcoming to 
all people. We feel that by acting in this manner, we will be able to show respect for Birsa 
Munda and recognise the significant impact he had on the movement for freedom and 
equality in India. 
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